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BENNETT BROOK DISABILITY JUSTICE CENTRE 
Statement by Minister for Disability Services 

HON HELEN MORTON (East Metropolitan — Minister for Disability Services) [3.17 pm]: I was very 
proud to officially open the state’s first declared place, the Bennett Brook Disability Justice Centre, in 
Caversham on 4 August. Premier Colin Barnett, MLA, and parliamentary secretary Andrea Mitchell, MLA, 
joined me for this very significant event in the history of justice in our state. This centre addresses a core social 
injustice for people who have been accused of a crime and have been deemed unfit to plead to charges because 
of their intellectual or cognitive disability. Under Western Australian law, the Mentally Impaired Accused 
Review Board can release a person in this situation to the community, send them to prison or send them to 
a declared place. Until now, no declared place existed. As a consequence, some people have spent more time in 
prison than they might have if they had faced court, been convicted and sentenced. 
The Chief Justice, His Honour Wayne Martin, AC, QC, also attended the opening. He spoke very favourably of 
the resolve and hard work that led to the establishment of the centre. He mentioned the legislation that was 
passed to operate the centre when he said — 

In my respectful view, this is a ground-breaking piece of legislation which reflects an enlightened and 
well-balanced approach to the management of people suffering from intellectual and cognitive 
disability. 

At the secure disability justice centre, residents will receive appropriate supports and services based on 
individual needs, and have the chance to learn new skills and behaviours to put them in good stead for their 
eventual return to the community. Guiding them through this journey will be the Disability Services 
Commission, which has been responsible for developing and building this project, and now, for the operation of 
the centre. The commission’s approach to disability services is amongst the best in the world and has all the 
expertise and experience required to ensure this facility produces fantastic outcomes. Local government; the 
disability sector; the Mentally Impaired Accused Review Board chair, Judge Robert Cock; the Department of 
Corrective Services; and the local community, including local police, have all been engaged throughout the 
process and contributed to the development. I am pleased to acknowledge and thank them for their support. 
This is a wonderful step forward for this community and the many people who may otherwise have been 
imprisoned indefinitely but now have the opportunity to live in a place of great support. I am pleased to say that 
the development of this centre is another way the state government is demonstrating the Count Me In vision; that 
is, that all people live in welcoming communities, facilitated by citizenship, friendship, mutual support and a fair 
go for everyone. It is right to provide these people with fair access to justice. It is right to provide these people 
with the support they need to be participating and contributing members of the community. It is right to support 
safe, strong and inclusive communities in WA.  
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